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Leicester’s Homelessness Charter was launched in November 2018 here in this Cathedral. It is a partnership organisation with just one employee and a host of folk from our partner members, committed to the principle of working together – building upon the synergy of common purpose, and the relationships which we develop, one with another – that this will achieve the best possible outcomes, even if we cannot easily solve everything.

The LLR Homelessness Alliance holds a similar role in Leicestershire and Rutland but we are about to bring partners, including businesses, across the City and County together into one strategic body called the LLR Homelessness Partnership. Much work has been going on behind the scenes and we hope formally to launch this partnership in the New Year. 

Working together in partnership around homelessness has many different strands - prison release, healthcare needs, work and skills, supporting families in hotels, women’s needs… and many other issues. You will find more information on the Charter website, including a comprehensive directory of services available in our City and County. The map of frontline services in the City are available here after the service if you have not seen it.
   
In the City we hold regular monthly themed meetings which are open to all, and which enable us and partner organisations to update and learn from one another. These are held in Crafty St Martin’s coffee shop in St Martin’s Square, Leicester, on the first Wednesday of every month at 10.00 a.m.
 
Please talk to us if you would like to engage further with this work or would like to know more about the plans for the Partnership. Various members of the Charter and Partnership’s leadership are here tonight, as is our Project Worker, Gray Duguid. Alison Adams, who is leading this service and Bishop Martyn would be very happy to chat. 

https://www.leicesterhomelessnesscharter.co.uk/
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There will be an opportunity during the service to light a candle in remembrance of anyone you might wish to hold in your heart or in prayer – particularly those who have died homeless in our City and County. 


The organist is David Cowen. 

[image: ]Please do not take photos or video during the service. A few official photos only will be taken – please tell the person on the door if you’d rather remain out of these shots. 
Your cooperation is appreciated.

[image: ]There is a hearing loop system built into the sound system of the Cathedral. Please ask the warden if you require any assistance.

Toilets are accessible on the ground floor of the Heritage and Learning Centre accessed from the Great South Aisle. Please ask the warden on the door who can direct you. Children must be accompanied by an appropriate adult.

When prompted to stand, please only do so if you feel able and comfortable.

This service has been generously supported by Leicester Cathedral. If you would like to know more about the work and mission of the Cathedral, please talk to one of the clergy present. If you would like to give to Leicester Cathedral then please click on this QR code. 
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Please stand as the Cross and Ministers enter.

Opening sentences and welcome
Canon Alison leads
The Lord has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
Micah 6.8







Please sit. There follows an informal welcome and explanation of the service. 


Prayer
Lord, we gather
in solidarity amid all our diversity
to remember, to lament and to hope.
We recognise our failings,
where we, our community and our nation
fall short of your vision and desire for us.
We pray for our City, County and Country
in the struggle for wisdom
in addressing deep and complex issues.
And we pray for one another,
each with our own stresses and preoccupations,
yet bound together in common concern and commitment
to one another and to the communities we serve.
In this holy place
grant us the knowledge of your love
and the power of your peace. 
Amen.










All stand to sing

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways;
re-clothe us in our rightful mind,
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,
the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word
rise up and follow thee.

Drop thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still small voice of calm.
	
REPTON (AM621i)
Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848–1918)
from the oratorio Judith
	
John Greenleaf Whittier (1807–1892)





Please sit for

[bookmark: _Hlk211503502]The Reading
Matthew 25.31, 34–40 
Read by David Wilson
Lived Experience Volunteer, Help the Homeless

[bookmark: _Hlk170918657]Jesus said to his disciples:

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory.

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”

Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please remain seated



Address
The Rt Reverend Martyn Snow,
Lord Bishop of Leicester,
Chair of Leicester’s Homelessness Charter Oversight Group


There will be a short pause while the organist quietly improvises. 





Please stand while Kyra Biddle, Centre Manager, The Stairway Project leads

Lament and Remembrance

We remember especially tonight those who have died in our City and County either homeless or as a result of experiencing homelessness. People we have known, respected, worked with. People who have entered our lives and enriched them. Precious, funny, challenging, amazing people whom we miss. 

And so we name those we know about, recognising too that there may be others whose stories we do not hold but who are equally precious souls in the sight of God. 
Cameron Blacker
Gareth Carter
Carlos Costa
Tom Twist Hulme
Anthony Kirkland
Valdis Leonovs
Delicia Mckay
Adrian Roberts
Serjes Stratinskis
Sonia Tonge
Anthony Wilson
		
You are invited to come up and light a candle in lament that homelessness remains a live issue in this country, but also in remembrance of those who have died on our streets or because of their experiencing homelessness. 


Please be directed by Cathedral staff in this. During this act of remembrance the following music will be sung. 
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Music for Reflection
Love bade me welcome
from the Five Mystical Songs
sung by James

Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back,
Guilty of dust and sin. 
But quick-ey'd Love, observing me grow slack
From my first entrance in,
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning,
If I lack'd anything. 

A guest, I answer'd, worthy to be here:
Love said, You shall be he. 
I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear,
I cannot look on thee. 
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,
Who made the eyes but I? 

Truth, Lord, but I have marr'd them: let my shame
Go where it doth deserve. 
And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame? 
My dear, then I will serve. 
You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat:
So I did sit and eat.
	
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958)
	
George Herbert (1593–1633)






Please remain seated for

Poem
No One Walks Alone
Read by Salma Ravat MBE, CEO One Roof Leicester

They walked roads we did not see,
carrying burdens we never knew.
Their names, sometimes spoken softly,
sometimes not at all,
were still whole, still human,
still worthy of every kindness.
Tonight we remember them.
Not for what they lacked,
but for all they carried—
the courage to rise each morning,
the will to keep moving
through cold streets and quiet corners
where the world looked away.

May they find now
the warmth we could not give,
the shelter they were denied,
the peace that was always theirs by right.
Let no one say they passed unnoticed.
We speak their memory aloud.
We hold a place for them here.
And in this moment of stillness,
we promise:
no one walks alone.

Anonymous




Prayers for those who experience homelessness
Led by the Revd Tony Leighton, Chair of Trustees, SoundCafé
Between each bidding, The Dear Albert Vocal Group, led by Dr Carol Leeming MBE, 
sings ‘Kyrie eleison’ (‘Lord, have mercy’)

Gracious God, we hold before you tonight in our hearts:

The people we hold in our memories, those whose situations we hold on our hearts and for whom we have lit candles. 

Those for whom life is a struggle, hope elusive, and a steady lifestyle but a dream. People in the grip of addictions and trauma. Those who feel themselves to be outsiders because of prejudice, discrimination and rejection.

People sleeping on the streets of our City and County, in doorways, car parks, pavements and benches. Those trying to hold family life together in hotels and bed and breakfast accommodation. Or dwelling in hostels, shelters, on sofas and floors.

People who have fled violence only to find themselves homeless. Those with particular vulnerabilities and needs. And who cannot access what they need. 

In short, all those whose lives are disfigured and on hold because they have no place to call home.

Grant them, O Lord, the knowledge that they are not forgotten neither by us nor especially by you, that they are precious in your sight and ours.
And help us to strive for those things which we know to be key to both their welfare and the wellbeing of our city, county and nation. 
Amen.

A Prayer of Thanksgiving
	Led by Jo McNulty, 
Centre Manager and Training Officer, The Centre Project

Gracious God, we give thanks
For all who work to support people experiencing homelessness.
We give thanks for skills, energy, care and compassion,
And for the ability to see the person behind the situation.

We know the issues are many, resources are tight
And solutions can be elusive.
We give thanks for the continued tenacity
of all who work and lead us in this field
The dedication and professionalism,
Partnership and vision. 

Grant them all courage and wisdom,
Strengthen their hope
Bless their endeavours
And fill them with your grace,
For your love’s sake.
Amen.


Canon Alison introduces
The Lord’s Prayer
It is our custom here to pray the Lord’s prayer in the many tongues represented among us. So may we sum up all our prayers in the words Jesus himself taught us, in whatever language is closest to our hearts. Today Carys will lead us in Welsh:

Our Father, who art in heaven,	Notre Père...
hallowed be thy name;	Baba wa...
thy kingdom come; 		我們在天上的父...
thy will be done;		Nna Anyi…
on earth as it is in heaven.		Ojcze Nasz...
Give us this day our daily bread.		Vater unser...
And forgive us our trespasses;		Ein Tad...
as we forgive those		Wo tye…
who trespass against us.		Baba mu...
And lead us not into temptation;	...أبانا
but deliver us from evil.		Padre nuestro...
For thine is the kingdom,		Πάτερ ἡμῶν...
the power and the glory, 		Отче наш…
forever and ever. 		Pater noster...
Amen.



All stand to sing

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want;
he makes me down to lie
in pastures green; he leadeth me
the quiet waters by.

My soul he doth restore again,
and me to walk doth make
within the paths of righteousness,
e’en for his own name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through death’s dark vale,
yet will I fear none ill;
for thou art with me, and thy rod
and staff me comfort still.

My table thou hast furnishèd
in presence of my foes;
my head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life
shall surely follow me;
and in God’s house for evermore
my dwelling-place shall be.
	
CRIMOND (AM799i)
Melody possibly by Jessie Seymour Irvine (1836–1887)
or David Grant (1833–1893)
	
Scottish Psalter, 1650
Psalm 23





Please remain standing.

Act of Commitment

Canon Alison leads


Let us commit ourselves to working together ever more closely with the goal of eliminating homelessness across our City and County. I ask you therefore:

Will you speak out in support of or on behalf of those whose voices are not easily heard and enable us collectively, by telling others about the realities of homelessness, to build a wide and inclusive community committed to this shared goal?

All	We will.

Will you give of your time and energy, and be prepared to be challenged and to think outside the box, to empower people to move away from homelessness to stability?

All	We will.


Will you work collaboratively across sectors – agencies, charities, businesses and councils - sharing professional expertise with lived experience, to provide services which truly meet the needs of those in need of help?

All	We will.


Will you not lose sight or let go, however difficult the path may be, of our shared aims and dreams?

All	We will.






Blessing

The Bishop leads

Gracious God, as you have called workers to various tasks in the world and in your church, so you have called each of us, with unique experiences and gifts, to serve you. 

Fill us with wisdom and patience, 
with love, with faithfulness and hope
and with courage and compassion. 
Pour out your Spirit upon us
That we may with joy and resolve,
join together in supporting one another, 
serving our neighbours in need
and working for a just and peaceful world
for all humanity. 
Amen.

Go forth into the world in peace;
be of good courage;
hold fast that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;
help the afflicted; honour everyone;
love and serve the Lord,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit;
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen. 

The organist plays the following voluntary

	Consolation in D flat  
	Franz Liszt (1811–1886)




Please stay afterwards to share in refreshments.
Remembering Lives Lost: 
The Dying Homeless Project

The Dying Homeless Project, led by the Museum of Homelessness since 2019, is the UK's only record of all those who died while experiencing homelessness across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Alongside recording deaths, the project collects tributes and memories, publishes annual investigatory research, and campaigns for action to prevent future deaths. At its heart, the Dying Homeless Project is a commitment to remembering people with love and solidarity, ensuring that their lives are not forgotten.

Share a Tribute

[image: ]Many of us have lost friends, family members, colleagues, or neighbours who were experiencing homelessness. The Dying Homeless Project provides a space to honour their memory. If you know someone who died whilst homeless, we invite you to contribute a tribute by scanning this QR code. 

You can share their name or nickname, a memory, a story, or simply a few words about them. You can remember people on our memorial even if you don’t want to share their name. 

Every contribution helps ensure that the lives of people who die while homeless are recognised, remembered, and valued. Together, we can honour those we've lost and call for action to prevent future deaths.

To find out more about the Dying Homeless Project, visit: https://museumofhomelessness.org/dhp
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Copyright acknowledgement (where not already indicated above):
Music reproduced under licence CCL180857
Some material included in this service is copyright: © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ, USA
Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops' Council 2000
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SAFEGUARDING: Everyone's Responsibility

! The Dean and Chapter are wholly committed to the safety, well-being
¥ and protection of everyone who has contact with our community.

If you have concerns about the welfare or behaviour of an adult, young
person or child, please speak to one of the Clergy or Safeguarding
team, or ring the Canon-in-Residence on 07399 523 330. For

further information please ask for our pocket guide and visit www.
leicestercathedral.org/safeguarding Recognise, Respond, Report, Record.
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card or cash £5, text PLATE to 70970 online at
by the door £10, text PLATE to 70191 leicestercathedral.org/donate
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